THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

physical phenomena was supplied by Mrs. Jencken
(Kate Fox) and Miss Florence Cook, Dr. J. R. New-
ton, the famous healing medium from America,
arrived in 1870, and numbers of extraordinary cures
were registered at free treatments. From 1870 Mrs.
Everitt's wonderful mediumship exercised, like that
of D. D. Home, without charge, convinced many
influential people. Herne and Williams, Mrs. Guppy,
Eglinton, Slade, Lottie Fowler, and others, secured
many converts through their mediumship. In 1872
Hudson's spirit photographs created enormous in-
terest, and in 1875 Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace pub-
lished his famous book, " On Miracles and Modern
Spiritualism."

A good means of tracing the growth of Spiritual-
ism at this period is to examine the statements of
worthy contemporary witnesses, especially those quali-
fied by position and experience to give an opinion.
But before we glance at the period we are considering,
let us look at the situation in 1866, as viewed by Mr.
William Howitt in a few paragraphs which are so
admirable that the author is constrained to quote
them verbatim. He says:

The present position of Spiritualism in England,
were the Press, with all its influence, omnipotent, would be
hopeless. After having taken every possible means to
damage and sneer down Spiritualism ; after having opened
its columns to it, in the hope that its emptiness and folly
would be so apparent that its clever enemies would soon be
able to knock it on the head by invincible arguments, and
then finding that all the advantages of reason and fact were
on its side ; after having abused and maligned it to no pur-
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